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to seek any other

Therefore, to hold to a proper

. Let this, therefore, first of all be
limit in this regard also, we shall have to

There are others who, wishing to cure
this evil, all but require that every

mention of predestination be buried;

insane than if one should purpose to
walk in a pathless waste (cf. Job 12:24),
or to see in darkness. And let us not be
this matter, wherein there is a certain
indeed, they teach us to avoid any
question of it as we would a
turn back to the Word of the Lord, in
which we have a sure rule Tor the
understanding. For Scripture is the
school of the Holy Spirit, in which, as
nothing is omitted that is both necessary
and useful to know, so nothing is taught

ashamed to be ignorant of something In
learned ignorance. . . .

it will not search out and unrav-
knowledge of predestination than what
the Word of God discloses is not less v
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before our eyes:
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Human

, others to destruc-

If it is plain that it comes to pass by

God’s bidding that salvation is freely
or they think nothing more inconsis-
tent than that out of the common
But before I enter into the matter
itself, I need to mention by way of
preface two kinds of men.
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ELECTION AND PREDESTINATION#*
baffling question this seems to many.

from access to it, at once great and
difficult questions spring up, explicable
only when reverent minds regard as

multitude of men some should be pre-
from wandering in forbidden bypaths

gerous. No restraints can hold it back
and thrusting upward to the heights. If
allowed, it will leave no secret to God that

destination, already somewhat difficult
of itself, very confusing and even dan-

concerning election and predestination.
curiosity renders the discussion of pre-

offered to some while others are barred
settled what they may suitably hold

destined to salvation

ton. . ..
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REFORMATION AND POST-REFORMATION

but what is expedient to know. There-
fore we must guard against depriving
believers of anything disclosed about
predestination in Scripture, lest we seem
either wickedly to defraud them of the
blessing of their God or to accuse and
scoff at the Holy Spirit for having
published what it is in any way profitable
Lo suppress. . . .

As Scripture, then, clearly shows, we
say that God once established by his
eternal and unchangeable plan those
whom he long before determined once
for all to receive into salvation, and those
whom, on the other hand, he would
devote to destruction. We assert that,
with respect to the elect, this plan was
founded upon his freely given mercy,
without regard to human worth; but by
his just and irreprehensible but incom-
prehensible judgment he has barred the
door of life to those whom he has given

\over to damnation. Now among the elect
we regard the call as a testimony of
election. Then we hold justification
another sign of its manifestation, until
they come into the glory in which the
fulfillment of that election lies. But as the
Lord seals his elect by call and justifica-
tion, so, by shutting off the reprobate
from knowledge of his name or from the
sanctification of his Spirit, he, as it were,
reveals by these marks what sort of
Judgment awaits them. . . .

Although the voice of the gospel
addresses all in general, yet the gift of
faith is rare. . . . For seed to fall among
thorns (Matt. 13:7) or on rocky ground
(Matt. 13:5) is nothing new, not only
because the greater part indeed show
themselves obstinately disobedient to
God, but because not all have been
supplied with eyes and ears. . . .

Now a word concerning the repro-
bate. . .. If, then, we cannot determine
areason why he vouchsafes mercy to his
own, except that it so pleases him,
neither shall we have any reason for
rejecting others, other than his will. For
when itis said that God hardens or shows
mercy to whom he wills, men are warned
by this to seek no cause outside his
will. . ..

If we see God’s fatherly mercy and
kindly heart, we should turn our eyes to
Christ, on whom alone God’s Spirit rests
(cf. Matt. 3:17). If we seek salvation, life,
and the immortality of the Heavenly
Kingdom, then there is no other to
whom we may flee, seeing that he alone
is the fountain of life, the anchor of
salvation, and the heir of the Kingdom
of Heaven. Now what is the purpose of
election but that we, adopted as sons by
our Heavenly Father, may obtain salva-
tion and immortality by his
favor? . . . Christ, then, is the mirror
wherein we must, and without self-de-
ception may, contemplate our own elec-
tion. . . .

Therefore, if we desire to know
whether God cares for our salvation, let
us inquire whether he has entrusted us
to Christ, whom he has established as the
sole Savior of all his people. If we still
doubt whether we have been received by
Christ into his care and protection, he
meets that doubt when he willingly
offers himself as shepherd, and declares
that we shall be numbered among his
flock if we hear his voice (John 10:3). Let
us therefore embrace Christ, who is
graciously offered to us, and comes to
meet us. He will reckon us in his flock

and enclose us within his fold.
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